
UNIT 4- LANGUAGE SCHEDULE IN THE CONSTITUTION 

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE - CONSTITUTIONAL/STATUTORY PROVISIONS 

 

Article 343(1) of the Constitution provides that Hindi in Devanagari script shall be the Official 

Language of the Union. Article 343(2) also provided for continuing the use of English in official 

work of the Union for a period of 15 years (i.e., up to 25 January 1965) from the date of 

commencement of the Constitution. Article 343(3) empowered the parliament to provide by law 

for continued use of English for official purposes even after 25 January 1965. Accordingly, section 

3(2) of the Official Languages Act, 1963 (amended in 1967) provides for continuing the use of 

English in official work even after 25 January 1965. The Act also lays down that both Hindi and 

English shall compulsorily be used for certain specified purposes such as Resolutions, General 

Orders, Rules, Notifications, Administrative and other Reports, Press Communiqués; 

Administrative and other Reports and Official Papers to be laid before a House or the Houses of 

Parliament; Contracts, Agreements, Licenses, Permits, Tender Notices and Forms of Tender, etc. 

 

SCHEDULED AND NON-SCHEDULED LANGUAGES 

 

In India, language status planning occurred through “officialization” (recognition as a scheduled 

language) in a special section of the Constitution, the 8th Schedule of the Constitution. This 

Schedule’s original purpose was stated in Article 351 of the Constitution in relation to the corpus 

planning of Hindi: “It shall be the duty of the Union to promote the spread of the Hindi language, 

to develop it so that it may serve as a medium of expression for all the elements of the composite 

culture of India and to secure its enrichment by assimilating without interfering with its genius, 

the forms, style and expressions used in Hindustani and in the other languages of India specified 

in the 8th Schedule and secondarily on other languages.” (Article 351 Const.)  

At the time the Constitution was enacted, inclusion in this list meant that the language was entitled 

to representation on the Official Language Commission, and that the language would be one of the 

bases that would be drawn upon to enrich Hindi, the official language of the Union. The list has 

since acquired further significance. The Government of India is now under an obligation to take 

measures for the development of these languages, such that "they grow rapidly in richness and 

become effective means of communicating modern knowledge." In addition, a candidate taking an 

examination for public service at a higher level is entitled to use any of these scheduled languages 

in his answer. The following table lists the languages set out in the 8th Schedule together with the 

regions in which they are used: 

 

No. Language   State(s)/Union Territories 

1. Assamese/Asomiya  Assam 

2. Bengali/Bangla   Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Tripura, West Bengal 

3. Bodo    Assam 

4. Dogri    Jammu and Kashmir 

5. Gujarati    Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu, Gujarat 

6. Hindi Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, 

Chandigarh, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, 

Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and 

Uttarakhand 

7. Kannada    Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh 



8. Kashmiri    Jammu and Kashmir 

9. Konkani    Goa, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Kerala 

10. Maithili    Bihar 

11. Malayalam   Kerala, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep, Puducherry 

12. Manipuri (also Meitei)  Manipur 

13. Marathi  Maharashtra, Goa Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu, 

Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka 

14. Nepali    Sikkim, West Bengal, Assam 

15. Odia    Odisha 

16. Punjabi    Chandigarh, Delhi, Haryana, Punjab 

17. Sanskrit    Primary liturgical language of Hinduism 

18. Santhali  Santhal tribals of the Chota Nagpur Plateau (comprising the states 

of Bihar, Chattisgarh, Jharkhand, Orissa and West Bengal) 

19. Sindhi    Sindhi community spread over various States 

20. Tamil    Tamil Nadu, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Puducherry  

21. Telugu    Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, Orissa, Tamil Nadu, 

Puducherry, Andaman & Nicobar Islands 

22. Urdu  Jammu and Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Andhra Pradesh, 

Maharashtra, Karnataka, Uttarakhand and Delhi 

 

The 8th Schedule is “the most important language policy statement” in India. The 14 languages 

originally listed in the 8th Schedule in 1950 were: Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, 

Kashmiri, Malayalam, Marathi, Oriya, Punjabi, Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu and Urdu. Sindhi was 

added through the 21st amendment in 1967, and in 1992 the 71st amendment brought the total 

number to 18 with the addition of Nepali, Manipuri and Konkani. In 2003, the 100th amendment, 

supported by all 338 members present in Parliament added Maithili, Dogri, Santhali and Bodo. 

Thirty-three languages are still on the “waiting list” to be included in the list of scheduled 

languages. The languages of the Schedule are given some preferential treatment; for instance they 

are considered first for any and almost every language planning and development activity, and are 

granted all facilities including those needed to absorb government language technology initiatives. 

 

Language Census 

The primary objective of the Linguistic Survey of India is to present an updated linguistic scenario. 

The census followed a certain methodology to arrive at these findings. It defined “Mother tongue” 

as 'the language spoken in childhood by the person’s mother to the person. If the mother died in 

infancy, the language mainly spoken in the person’s home in childhood will be the mother tongue'. 

As per the 2011 census, there are a total of 121 languages and 270 mother tongue. Of these, 22 

languages are included in the Eighth Schedule of the Indian Constitution. The 22 languages 

included in the Eighth Schedule account for the mother tongue of 96.72 percent Indians as per the 

2011 census.  

Key Highlights of the 2011 Census data on Language and Mother Tongue 

 43.63 percent of Indians speak Hindi as their mother tongue. 

 Bengali, with 8.03 percent speakers, is second in the list, followed by Marathi at 3rd with 

6.86 percent speakers, Telugu at 4th with 6.7 percent speakers and Tamil at 5th with 5.7 

percent speakers. 



 Except for Sanskrit, each of the 21 scheduled languages was reported as the mother tongue 

by at least 10 lakh people. 

 Sanskrit is the only language that is spoken by a set of around 25000 people. 

 

Rise in Hindi language speakers & Decline in South Indian language speakers 
Hindi is the most spoken Indian language. It is one of two languages used by the Union 

government, the other being English. Currently, 43.63 percent of India speaks Hindi including 

languages such as Bhojpuri that are fighting to be accorded separate status. Between 2001 and 

2011, Hindi grew at a rate of 25 percent, adding about 100 million new Hindi speakers. Among 

the 10 largest languages in India, Hindi is the only one that saw the rise in the proportion of its 

speakers. The language has been witnessing the growth since 1971, driven mostly by high 

population growth in the Hindi-speaking states. The lower population growth in the five Dravidian 

language-speaking states, namely Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana 

has resulted in the fall in proportion of Telugu, Tamil, Kannada and Malayalam language speakers. 

While Hindi grew by 161 percent between 1971 and 2011, these four largest Dravidian languages 

grew at half that rate that is at 81 percent over the same period. The growing movement of people 

from north to south has led to greater presence of Hindi in the five southern states. In Tamil Nadu, 

the proportion of Hindi speakers nearly doubled from 2001 to 2011. However, in some cases, this 

growing migration from North to South resulted in agitation such as in Bengaluru, Karnataka; the 

government was forced to remove Hindi signages from the city metro. 

Drop in numbers of Urdu speakers 

As per the language census data 2011, two scheduled languages, Urdu and Konkani, saw fall in 

absolute numbers. There are 5,07,72,631 Urdu speakers in India, a fall of about 1.5 percent since 

2001. The decline in Konkani speakers is 9.5 percent. Urdu speakers are spread across India but 

the language’s strongest presence is in the two largest Urdu-speaking states - Uttar Pradesh and 

Bihar. The Urdu language in modern India is associated only with Muslims, however, this fall in 

Urdu speakers is strange as the Muslim population in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar has grown between 

2001 and 2011. 

 

Bengali retains its position as 2nd most spoken language 

As per the 2011 census, Bengali, with 8.03 percent, is second in the list after Hindi in terms of 

percentage of speakers. As Hindi language, Bengali too spreads to other states with migration. The 

language is spreading to the south and west, there are 4.4 lakh Bengalis in far-off Maharashtra and 

2.2 lakh in Delhi. In South, the numbers are small, however, they are growing. In Kerala, the 

proportion of Bengali speakers has grown nine times. 

 

Sharpest language divide in Assam 

The sharpest language divide of India exists in Assam, where a proposed citizenship law and 

National Register of Citizens (The National Register of Citizens is a project that aims to create a 

definitive list of citizens of the state and identify illegal immigrants.) have divided the state’s 

Assamese and Bengali speakers. Assam is the only major state that does not have any language 

group in a majority. Assamese speakers, the largest group, make up 48 percent of the state, 

however, the proportion of Bengali speakers went up in 2001-2011. 

 

Increase in English language speakers 



English seems to have registered a 15 percent jump in number of speakers since 2001, making it 

one of the fastest growing languages in the decade.  

 

Decline in tribal languages speakers 

The lesser-known tribal languages spoken in remote corners of India have shown a decline, as per 

the findings of the 2011 Language Census. 

These include the Sema language of the Naga tribe, the Monpa language of Arunachal Pradesh, 

Nagaland’s Phom, Odisha’s Jatapu, Himachal Pradesh’s Lahauli and Bhumij of Eastern India. 

MAJOR REGIONAL LANGUAGES IN INDIA 

A regional language is a language spoken in an area of a sovereign state, whether it be a small 

area, a federal state or province, or some wider area. Major regional language in India would mean 

a language spoken by the majority of that particular region/ state. Choosing Hindi as an official 

language presents serious problems to every person whose "mother tongue" is not Hindi. This may 

be a huge trouble for children who have to learn Standard Hindi completely. Local official 

language commissions have been established and various steps are taken in a direction to reduce 

tensions and friction. They have chosen various regional languages as state level official language.  

 Assamese is a language of Indo-Aryan, Eastern family and it is the regional language of 

Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. Assamese used as official language in Assam and 

Arunachal Pradesh. 

 Bengali is a language of Indo-Aryan, Eastern family and it is the regional language of West 

Bengal, Tripura, Kolkata, Andaman and Nicobar Islands and also few regions of Assam. 

Bengali Used as official language in West Bengal and Tripura and as a sub-official 

language in Assam. 

 Bodo is a language of Tibeto-Burman family and it is the regional language of Assam. 

Bodo Used as sub-official language in Assam. 

 Dogri is a language of Indo-Aryan, Northwestern family and it is the regional language of 

Jammu and Kashmir. 

 Gujarati is a language of is a language of Indo-Aryan, Western family and it is the regional 

language of Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu and Gujarat. Gujarati Used as official 

language in Gujarat, Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu. 

 Kannada is a language of Dravidian family and it is the regional language of Karnataka. 

Kannada Used as official language in Karnataka. 

 Kashmiri is a language of Indo-Aryan, Dardic family and it is the regional language of 

Jammu and Kashmir. 

 Konkani is a language of Indo-Aryan, Southern family and it is the regional language of 

Goa, Karnataka, Maharashtra and Kerala. Konkani Used as official language in Goa. 

 Maithili is a language of Indo-Aryan, Eastern family and it is the regional language of 

Bihar. Maithili Used as official language in Bihar. 



 Malayalam is a language of Dravidian family and it is the regional language of Kerala, 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep and Puducherry. Malayalam Used as official 

language in Kerala and Lakshadweep and as a sub-official language in Puducherry. 

 Manipuri is a language of Tibeto-Burman family and it is the regional language of 

Manipur. Manipuri Used as official language in Manipur. 

 Marathi is a language of Indo-Aryan, Southern family and it is the regional language of 

Maharashtra, Goa, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu, Madhya Pradesh and 

Karnataka. Marathi Used as official language in Maharashtra, Dadra and Nagar Haveli and 

Daman and Diu. 

 Nepali is a language of Indo-Aryan, Northern family and it is the regional language of 

Sikkim, northern parts of West Bengal and Assam. Nepali Used as official language in 

Sikkim. 

 Oriya is a language of Indo-Aryan, Eastern family and it is the regional language of Orissa. 

Oriya Used as official language in Orissa. 

 Punjabi is a language of Indo-Aryan, Northwestern family and it is the regional language 

of Chandigarh, Delhi, Haryana and Punjab. Punjabi Used as official language in Punjab 

and Chandigarh and as a sub-official language in Haryana and Delhi. 

 Santhali is a language of Munda family and it is the regional language of Santhal tribals 

of the Chota Nagpur Plateau (comprising the states of Bihar, Chattisgarh, Jharkhand and 

Orissa). Santhali Used as official language in Jharkhand. 

 Tamil is a language of Dravidian family and it is the regional language of Tamil Nadu, 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands and Puducherry. Tamil Used as official language in Tamil 

Nadu and Puducherry. 

 Telugu is a language of Dravidian family and it is the regional language of Andaman and 

Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh and Puducherry. Telugu Used as official language in 

Andhra Pradesh and as a sub-official language in Puducherry. 

 Urdu is a language of Indo-Aryan, Central family and it is the regional language of Jammu 

and Kashmir, Andhra Pradesh, Delhi, Bihar, and Uttar Pradesh. Urdu the official 

language of Jammu and Kashmir, one of the two official languages of Telangana and also 

has the status of "additional official language" in the Indian states of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 

Jharkhand, West Bengal and the national capital, New Delhi.  

DEFINITION OF MINORITY LANGUAGES 

 

Generally, minority languages in most countries of the world are defined only by the criterion of 

numerical inferiority with regard to the majority language spoken in that State or the State’s official 

(titular) language. Moreover, a minority cannot occupy a dominant position. A further salient 

feature of a minority is the willingness to preserve distinct qualities, as captured by the UN's 

definition: “The term minority includes only those non-dominant groups in a population which 

possess and wish to preserve stable, ethnic, religious or linguistic traditions or characteristics 

markedly different from those of the rest of the population.” 



The Indian Constitution recognizes the concept of linguistic minorities, but is silent regarding the 

definition of the term. Articles 29 and 30 comprise the right of children of minority communities 

to be taught in their mother tongue, but they do not indicate any definition of what is a “mother 

tongue” and under which conditions this right can be claimed. Hence the judiciary had to define it 

for the purpose applying Article 30 of the Constitution: 

“A linguistic minority for the purposes of Article 30 (1) is one which must at least 

have a separate spoken language. It is not necessary that the language should also 

have distinct script for those who speak it to be a linguistic minority. There are in 

this country some languages which have no script of their own, but nonetheless 

those sections of the people who speak that language will be a linguistic minority 

entitled to the protection of Article 30 (1).” 

A further indication on this term is given by the Supreme Court of India, which in 1958 presented 

a parameter for defining a minority language as “the language of the minority community, a 

parameter which is applicable only at the State level as there is no linguistic group in India which 

can claim the majority status on federal level”. Thus the linguistic majority-minority question, 

unlike the religious issue, is considered in reference to the State only: “Since India is divided into 

states on the basis of the language of the majority of the people of a given region, it was deemed 

that 'linguistic minority' could only be construed in the context of a particular state. The 

jurisprudence is consistent on this question: 'If...the state has to be regarded as the unit for 

determining 'Linguistic minority' vis-à-vis Article 30, then with 'religious minority' being on the 

same footing, it is the state in relation to which the majority or minority status will have to be 

determined.” 

Minority languages are typically those that carry a relatively lower or marginal functional load and 

transparency. The concept of “functional load” in this context refers to the ability of languages to 

successfully function in one or more social domains. The load is considered to be higher or lower 

on the basis of the number of domains it covers. The higher the number of domains, the higher the 

functional load. For example, in India English covers almost all major public domains such as 

media, business, education, national and international communication, science and technology. In 

contrast, the tribal languages control only one (rapidly diminishing) domain, that of home, whereas 

regional languages cover at least four domains: home, education, public administration and to 

some extent media and interstate communication. 

Rights pertaining to Linguistic Minorities: the constitution 

Article 30 (1) of the Constitution of India provides a fundamental right to linguistic minorities to 

establish and administer educational institutes of their choice. The Constitution however, under 

Article 351, provides a directive to the Union to promote the usage of Hindi across India, so that 

it can serve as a medium of expression among the diverse population. This provision has an 

imperializing effect on the speakers of languages other than Hindi, and linguistic minorities are 

the ones who face the blunt of it, especially when English is also promoted across the country at 

the cost of local and regional languages. The Constitution of India (Article 350 A) provides that 

every state must provide primary education in a mother tongue and also provide for the 

appointment of a ‘Special Officer’ for linguistic minorities (Article 350 B), who is responsible to 

investigate matters relating to linguistic minorities and report them to the President.  



UNIT 5 (Part 1) 

LANGUAGE FAMILIES OF INDIA 

 

Some important concepts: 

 

Dialect means only a variety (regional or social) of a language, which is mutually intelligible 

with other dialects of the same language.  

 

Language means any distinct linguistic entity (variety) which is mutually unintelligible with 

other such entities.  

 

A language family is a group of genetically related languages, that is, languages which share a 

linguistic kinship by virtue of having developed from a common ancestor. Many linguistic 

families are designated with the suffix -an, as in, for example, Algonquian. Austronesian, Indo-

European, Sino-Tibetan and so on. In recent times, many scholars have begun to use the term 

genetic unit to refer to any language family or isolate. 

 

An isolate is a language which has no known relatives, that is a family with but a single member. 

Some of the best-known isolates are Ainu, Basque, Burushaski, Etruscan, Gilyak (Nivkh), 

Sumerian, Tarascan, Zuni, and several others in the Americas. 

 

Proto-language: (1) the once spoken ancestral language from which daughter languages 

descend; (2) the language reconstructed by the comparative method which represents the 

ancestral language from which the compared languages descend. 

 

Subgroup (also called subfamily, branch) is a group of languages within a language family which 

are more closely related to each other than to other languages of that family. 

 

A daughter language, also known as descendant language, is a language descended from 

another language, its mother language, through a process of genetic descent. If more than one 

language has developed from the same proto-language, or 'mother language', those languages are 

said to be sister languages, members of the same language family. 

 

A mother language, also known as parent language is a language from which another language 

is descended. 

 

Sister language: languages which are related to one another by virtue of having descended from 

the same common ancestor (protolanguage) are sisters; that is, languages which belong to the 

same family are sisters to one another.  

 

 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genetic_(linguistics)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proto-language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sister_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Language_family


UNIT 5 (Part 2) 

LANGUAGE FAMILIES IN INDIA 

India represents five language families, all very distinct from one another. These are: 

1) Indo-Aryan 

2) Dravidian 

3) Tibeto-Burman 

4) Austro-Asiatic 

5) Andamanese 

 

Indo Aryan Language Family 

 

Indo-Aryan languages represent the easternmost branch of the Indo-European language family. 

They are spoken by close to one billion people in India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, and in Sri 

Lanka. There are 219 Indo-Aryan languages, some of which are yet to be definitively classified 

(Ethnologue).  

 

Fig1:  

Geographical distribution 

of the major Indo-Aryan 

languages. (Urdu is 

included under Hindi) 

 

There is also a far-flung 

Indo-Aryan speaking 

diaspora encompassing 

U.S., Canada, U.K., South 

Africa, Fiji, Trinidad, and 

Mauritius. Most scholars 

subscribe to the hypothesis 

that the original homeland 

of Indo-Aryan speaking 

people was an area located 

northwest of the Indian 

subcontinent bordered by 

the Caspian sea in the east 

and Afghanistan in the 

north. From there, they 

migrated to the south 

and east sometime in the 

2nd millennium BC. 

 

Dravidian Language Family 

 

This is a family of some 70 languages spoken primarily in South Asia. The Dravidian languages 

are spoken by more than 215 million people in India, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka.  

https://www.mustgo.com/worldlanguages/indo-european-language-family/
http://www.ethnologue.com/show_family.asp?subid=630
https://www.britannica.com/place/India
https://www.britannica.com/place/Pakistan
https://www.britannica.com/place/Sri-Lanka


Fig 2:  

Dravidian languages spoken in Central 

and South India 

 

The Dravidian languages are divided 

into South, South-Central, Central, and 

North groups; these groups are further 

organized into 24 subgroups. The four 

major literary languages-

Telugu, Tamil, Malayalam, and Kannada 

-are recognized by the constitution of 

India. They are also the official 

languages of the states of Andhra 

Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and Karnataka, respectively. 

 

Austro-Asiatic Language Family 

The Austro-Asiatic language family consists of 169 languages spoken in Southeast Asia, in 

countries located between China and Indonesia. A few are spoken to the west of this area in 

the Nicobar Islands and in India. The austro– part of the name comes from the Latin word for 

‘south.’ 

It is not known where the speakers of Austro-Asiatic languages came from or when they migrated 

to this part of the world. It is generally conjectured that they originated in southern or southeastern 

China sometime between 2000-2500 BC, and migrated south into the Indo-Chinese peninsula and 

west into India. Invasions by speakers of other languages split the Austro-Asiatic languages into 

several groups. The date of separation of the two main Austroasiatic subfamilies—Mon-

Khmer and Munda—has never been definitively established and must have occurred in prehistoric 

times. Because of their separation from each other and because they were surrounded by other 

languages, Austro-Asiatic languages exhibit great diversity. For instance, The Munda branch has 

been influenced by synthetic, non-tonal Indo-Aryan languages, while the Mon-Khmer branch was 

influenced by analytic, tonal languages of China. As a result, the two branches have evolved in 

different directions which makes the reconstruction of their common ancestor extremely difficult. 

Ethnologue divides the Austro-Asiatic language family into two main branches: 

 Mon-Khmer (147 languages) 

The Mon-Khmer languages are indigenous to Indo-China. For more than two millennia, 

these languages were the lingua francas of Southeast Asia. They are still spoken across 

China, Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, Burma, Malaysia, and India. The most 

significant Mon-Khmer languages are Khmer, with 7 million speakers, and Vietnamese, 

with 68 million speakers. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Tamil-language
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Malayalam-language
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Kannada-language
https://www.britannica.com/place/Andhra-Pradesh
https://www.britannica.com/place/Andhra-Pradesh
https://www.britannica.com/place/Tamil-Nadu
https://www.britannica.com/place/Kerala
https://www.britannica.com/place/Karnataka-state-India
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicobar_Islands
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indochina
http://www.ethnologue.com/show_family.asp?subid=289-16
http://www.ethnologue.com/show_family.asp?subid=289-16
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synthetic_language
https://www.mustgo.com/worldlanguages/indo-aryan-branch/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isolating_language
http://www.ethnologue.com/show_family.asp?subid=271-16
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indochina
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lingua_franca
https://www.mustgo.com/worldlanguages/khmer/
https://www.mustgo.com/worldlanguages/vietnamese/


 Munda (22 languages) 

 

The Munda languages are spoken by about 9 million 

people in the hilly and forested regions of eastern India 

and Bangladesh. Their origins are not known, though it 

is generally thought that, with a few exceptions, they 

are indigenous to eastern India. The most significant 

Munda languages are Santali, with close to 6 million 

speakers; Ho, with over 1 million speakers; Mundari, 

with over 2 million speakers; and Korku, with close to 

500,000 speakers.  

Many Austro-Asiatic languages are found only in 

isolated communities and are highly endangered. Only 

24 (14%) of the 169 languages have over 50,000 

speakers, and only 3 of them over 1 million speakers. 

Fig 3:  

Distribution of Munda languages 

 

Tibeto-Burman Language Family 

 

The Tibeto-Burman languages are the non-Sinitic members of the Sino-Tibetan language family, 

over 400 of which are spoken throughout the highlands of Southeast Asia as well as certain parts 

of East Asia and South Asia. Around 60 million people speak Tibeto-Burman languages, around 

half of whom speak Burmese, and 13% of whom speak Tibetic languages. The name derives from 

the most widely spoken of these languages, namely Burmese (over 32 million speakers) and 

the Tibetic languages (over 8 million). These languages also have extensive literary traditions, 

dating from the 12th and 7th centuries respectively.  

 

Fig 4:  

Tibeto-Burman languages of North-East India 

 

Most of the other languages are spoken by 

much smaller communities, and many of them 

have not been described in detail. With 131 

languages that have under 1,000 speakers and 

another 123 with fewer than 10,000 speakers, 

it is clear that a good percentage of Tibeto-

Burmese languages today are on the brink of 

extinction. In India, as many as 300 Tibeto-

Burman languages are spread over the states 

of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, 

Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura. 

The languages of this region remain relatively 

little-known and underdescribed. 

 

http://www.ethnologue.com/show_family.asp?subid=91916
http://www.ethnologue.com/show_language.asp?code=sat
http://www.ethnologue.com/show_language.asp?code=hoc
http://www.ethnologue.com/show_language.asp?code=unr
http://www.ethnologue.com/show_language.asp?code=kfq
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sinitic_languages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sino-Tibetan_languages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southeast_Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burmese_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tibetic_languages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tibetic_languages


Andamanese Language Family 

 

The Andamanese languages are a pair of language families spoken by 

the Andamanese Negritos on the Andaman Islands: Great Andamanese and Ongan. 

The Sentinelese language is the language of an uncontacted people and therefore at 

present unclassifiable 

 

Fig 5:  

Distribution of Andamanese Languages 

The Andaman languages fall into two clear 

families  

 Great Andamanese: Spoken by the Great 

Andamanese people; Aka-Jeru, had 36 speakers in 

1997 who are bilingual in Hindi. 

 Ongan: Two languages spoken by 300 

people, mostly monolingual. 

In addition, there is the unattested language 

 Sentinelese; likely at least 50 speakers, and 

perhaps up towards 250 (the population of 

the Sentinelese people is unknown). 

These have frequently been assumed to be related. 

However, the similarities between Great 

Andamanese and Ongan are so far mainly of a 

typological morphological nature, with little 

demonstrated common vocabulary. As a result, 

even long-range researchers such as Joseph 

Greenberg have expressed doubts as to the validity 

of Andamanese as a family. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Language_family
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andamanese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Negritos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andaman_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Andamanese_languages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ongan_languages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sentinelese_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uncontacted_peoples
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